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Assessment of School-Age and
Adolescent Language Disorders

This chapter discusses the period when the child becomes a language partner through the
use of semantic and grammatical rules. Finally, we will consider the child’s becoming a
conversational partner, as pragmatic rules are developed to regulate the social use of lan-
guage in a conversational context.

This chapter focuses on children who are speaking at the sentence level but may have dif-
ficulty with syntactic rules and who may also have deficiencies in semantics, pragmatics, met-
alinguistics, morphology, reading, writing, cognitive abilities, and general language processing.
We are interested in evaluating biological bases of communication, obtaining background infor-
mation, performing standardized and nonstandardized testing, and evaluating the environments
relevant to the child’s communication. The areas of nonstandardized testing and evaluating rele-
vant environments address pertinent aspects of the World Health Organization ICF model.

Table 1 lists some common symptoms of language disorders in school-age and adolescent
students. One can see that these symptoms span all areas of language and include comprehen-
sion as well as production impairments. There are also phonological disorders in this population.
When assessing morphosyntactic development, it is especially important to perform a careful
evaluation of not only linguistic skills, but phonological abilities as well. The ability to produce
final consonant clusters is certainly related to adding bound morphemes; however, it has been
found that children with phonological disorder in addition to language impairment are at risk for
morphosyntactic difficulties whether they can produce final consonant clusters or not (Haskill &
Tyler, 2007).

From Chapter 5 of Diagnosis and Evaluation in Speech Pathology, Eighth Edition. William O. Haynes,
Rebekah H. Pindzola. Copyright © 2012 by Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Examples
of Assessment
Procedures

Audiometric evaluation,

neurological evaluation, -

medical evaluation

Interview,
case history information,
reports from other
professionals

Administration

of standardized —

tests

Extensive communication
sampling. Analysis of sample
using a variety of procedures
(SALT, LARSP, DSS, Clinical

Discourse Analysis). Other specific
areas include: narrative analysis,

referential communication tasks, —

language comprehension tasks,
topic manipulation analysis,
cohesion analysis, analysis of
repairs, metalinguistics, reading,
writing, spelling, academic
organization, word retrieval.

Curriculum-based assessment;
analysis of teacher language,
demands of curriculum, classroom
interaction, academic
performance; analysis of
classroom accommodations

Assessment
Process in Later
Language

General Goals
of Assessment
Process

Evaluate Biological
Foundations for Communication

Determine if sensory, motor, and
structural mechanisms will
support verbal language

Obtain
Background Information

Determine perceptions of
problem by parents, teachers, and
students; determine impact of
communication disorder on
academic performance

Perform
Standardized Testing

Determine if a problem exists by
comparing child’s performance
to normative data

Perform
Nonstandardized Testing

Determine child’s
modifiability and ability
to respond with assistance
from clinician;
determine specific treatment
goals by examining real
communication

Evaluate
Relevant Environments

Determine environmental
requirements for communication
and language; resources for
treatment; obstacles to success
in communication, social,
or academic areas

FIGURE 1 Critical assessment process in later language.

Some of the symptoms in Table 1 are rather gross linguistic errors that would be easily de-
tected in conversation (e.g., syntactic rule violations), whereas other errors are rather subtle and
discernible only with specialized communication sampling. Standardized tests may not reveal a
subtle linguistic impairment in a school-age child (Plante & Vance, 1995). It is not unusual for an
elementary-level student to pass many formal language tests and yet exhibit a significant
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