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152 Using Effect and Instrument Plug-ins

On the Reverb channel strip, three plug-ins are inserted: a Chorus (turned off), a
Space Designer (Space D), and a Channel EQ plug-in. Space Designer is the reverb
plug-in. On the Lead Synth channel strip, you need to dial in the amount of signal
you want to send to Bus 1 to be processed by Space Designer.

5 On the Lead Synth channel strip, drag the Bus 1 Send Level knob up.

Stereo Out Stereo Out

The more synth signal you send to Bus 1, the more the synth is reverberated, and
the further away from you it appears to be. Notice that while the track is playing, the
meters on the Reverb channel strip reach higher.

R Option-click a knob or a slider to set it to its default value.

6 Set the Bus 1 Send Level knob to -2.1 dB.

To compare the sound of the synth with and without reverb, you can toggle the bus
send on and off.

7 On the Lead Synth channel strip, move the pointer over the Bus 1 send and click the
on/off button that appears on the left.

Alchemy

Stereo Out

You hear only the dry synth, without reverb. On the Reverb channel strip, the meters
show no signal.
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8 On the Lead Synth channel strip, turn the Bus 1 send back on.

In the inspector, to determine which channel strip is displayed on the right, you can
Shift-click different destinations on the left channel strip.

9  On the Lead Synth channel strip, Shift-click the Stereo Out slot.

Arp

Alchemy

Bus1 (

Sterﬁw_ﬂlﬂ
A3

Read

The Stereo Out channel strip is displayed on the right.

10 On the Lead Synth channel strip, Shift-click the Bus 1 send.

The Reverb aux is displayed on the right.

You've set up a bus send to route some of the synth audio signal to an Aux channel strip,
where you loaded a reverb patch. Using parallel processing allows you to use the bus Send
Level knob to balance the amount of reverb you are summing with the dry signal, which
lets you adjust the perceived distance of the instrument in the mix.

Enabling Patch Merging

Now that you've set up an Aux channel strip with a reverb patch, you can place other
instruments in the same virtual space by routing them to the same Aux so that they’re
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processed by the same reverb plug-in. In this exercise, you'll duplicate the synth track to
layer its sound with a different sounding-synth.

1 Option-drag the Lead Synth track header (Track 5) down.

Gtr Harmonics
4
MS R I

~ Lead Synth
M S

Outro Rhythm Gtr
MiES) SR

The MIDI regions on Track 5 are duplicated onto Track 6. The Alchemy instrument
plug-in inserted on Track 5 is duplicated on Track 6; however, you'll now choose a
different patch for the duplicate track.

2 Rename Track 6 to Synth Double.

3 In the Library, choose Synthesizer > Lead > Slip and Slide Lead.

[Blip and 51..]

Stereo Out

This patch uses the Retro Synth instrument plug-in (RetroSyn) and a whopping 10
effect plug-ins and two bus sends. For this double, you prefer a synth without all these
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effects, and as for the bus sends, you would rather process that new synth through the
same reverb plug-in you've set up in the previous exercise so that both synths appear
to be in the same space.

Let’s first clear the channel strip so that you can start with a blank slate.

At the top of the Synth Double channel strip, click the Setting button and choose
Reset Channel Strip.

Mext Channel Strip Setting
Previous Channel Strip Setting

Copy Channel Strip Setting
Paste Channel Strip Setting
Paste Plug-ins Only

Paste Sends Only

Bypass All Effect Plug-ins
Remove Bypassed Plug-ins
Remove Empty Insert Slots
Remove All Effect Plug-ins
Remove All Sends

Reset Channel Strip \

Save Channel Strip Setting as...
Save as Performance...

Stereo Out Delete Channel Strip Setting

Legacy

The channel strip is completely zeroed out. All plug-ins and sends are removed, and
the Volume fader is set to 0 dB. To load only specific settings from a patch, you’ll
enable patch merging in the Library.

In the Library, at the bottom, click the action pop-up menu and choose Enable Patch
Merging.

Define as default
Clear user default
Refresh Library

-.;__Enable Patch Merging
 Show Available Downloads
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You can deselect the buttons corresponding to the types of settings you do not wish to
load from the patches you select.

6 Click the Audio Effects and Sends buttons to disable them.

(]

MIDI Effects Instruments Audio Effects Sends [
h

Revert Delete Save...

Selecting a patch in the Library will now load only its instrument and MIDI effect
plug-ins on the channel strip.

7 In the Library, choose Synthesizer > Lead > Slip and Slide Lead.

On the Synth Double channel strip, only the Retro Synth instrument plug-in is
inserted. That synth is too loud.

8 On the Synth Double channel strip, drag the Volume fader down to —-16.4 dB.

Let’s add some reverb.

9  On the Synth Double channel strip, click the Sends slot and choose Bus > Bus 1 2
Reverb.

» [Elipandsi.)
Bip and 51 ~~ Lead Synth

Independent Pan Miisi (R

Post Pan Synth Double
Post Fader D M S

Pre Fader
Bus 1 < Reverb

+ No Send Bus 2
. Bus 3> Ambience/0.2s Long Ambi
g Bus 4 - Small Room/0.65 Drum Booth Four
Bus 5 - Large Room/2.6s Hansa Studio
| Buse

10 Drag the Bus 1 Send Level knob up to -3.5 dB.
EIID» Double-click a slider or knob in Logic to enter a value.

To finish mixing your choruses, let’s spread out the synth tracks in the stereo field.
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11 On the Lead Synth track header (Track 5), drag the Pan knob to -28.

12 On the Synth Double track header (Track 6), drag the Pan knob to +45.

== Lead Synth
M S R

Synth Double
M S

Qutro Rhythm Gtr
M S R I

The wide mix of reverberated layered synths and crunchy guitar harmonics make the
choruses sound big and spacious, a nice contrast from the more intimate ambiance of
the verses.

You've duplicated the synth track and used patch merging to load only the desired types
of settings from the patch you chose in the Library. You then took advantage of the paral-
lel processing you had set up in the previous exercise to add the same reverb to that new
synth track, and panned the instruments playing the choruses, lifting your song section to
another dimension.

Layering Patches with Summing Track Stacks

The two synthesizer tracks play the same MIDI regions and are meant to sound like a single
layered patch. Packing the two tracks into a summing track stack lets you fold the two tracks
into a single one. It also means that you can place your MIDI regions on a single track, the
main track of the stack, and the MIDI data will be routed to all subtracks inside the stack.

1 In the Tracks view, Shift-click the Lead Synth track header (Track 5).

~- Lead Synth
! MIS R

Synth Double
M S R

Qutro Rhythm Gtr
M S R I

Tracks 5 and 6 are selected.
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