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As you can see in Figure 3.24, the left-hand pane displays a Library of past
threads. (What ChatGPT calls “chats” and what Meta Al calls “conversations,”
Perplexity calls “threads.”) You use the Ask anything box in the middle of the
main pane to enter your prompt.
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FIGURE 3.24

Perplexity’s home page.

The results, shown in Figure 3.25, look quite a bit different from those from other
Al tools. First off, it's not really a conversation, but rather a display of information.
Second, the sources for that information are displayed above the response; click
a source to go directly to that web page. Third, Perplexity displays images related
to your prompt on the right side of the page. Fourth, you can also search related
videos by clicking the Search Videos link on the right. And fifth, if you subscribe
to Perplexity Pro, you can generate new images based on your prompt by clicking
the Generate Image link.
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FIGURE 3.25

A research-oriented response from Perplexity.


https://www.pearson.de/9780135356098

CHAPTER 3 GETTING STARTED WITH ALL-PURPOSE Al TOOLS 79

That's a lot that's different from the other Al tools, but the differences don’t end
there.

If you want to drill down further, you can enter a related prompt into the Ask
follow-up box. To start a new thread, however, you have to click the New Thread
button in the left-hand pane. This displays a new Ask anything box, like the one
in Figure 3.26, into which you can enter your new prompt.

Ask anything.
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FIGURE 3.26

Beginning a new thread in Perplexity.

Underneath each Perplexity response are a series of response icons, as shown in
Figure 3.27. From left to right, you can Share the thread, Rewrite the response,
Copy the response, Edit the Query to fine-tune the response, or click the More
(three-dot) icon to view sources or report this particular response.
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FIGURE 3.27
Responding to a thread in Perplexity.

Using Pi
Pi is an Al tool that works more like a chatbot. When you first log into Pi, you're
asked to choose a voice so that Pi can respond to you verbally, as well as via text.

Pi is free to use, and you can log into it with your Apple, Facebook, or Google
account, or you can create a new Pi—speciﬁc account.

You access Pi at www.pi.ai. As you can see in Figure 3.28, its interface is quite
spartan. The panel on the left really doesn’t serve much purpose, and all you see
is the Talk with Pi box at the bottom. You can turn on or off Pi's voice responses
by clicking the speaker icon at the top-right corner of the screen.
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Ok Michael. What did you want to talk about? Ask me for
advice, for answers, or let’s talk about whatever's on your

mind.

FIGURE 3.28

Pi’'s home page.

As you can see in Figure 3.29, a Pi conversation looks a lot like a typical text
message thread. Your messages appear in a darker shaded box, followed by Pi’s
responses.

il «

Have you ever been to La Jolla?

Well, I'm an Al so I don't have a body and can't exactly travel
to places in the real world, but | do know that La Jollaisa
beautiful coastal community in San Diego, California. It's
known for its ing beaches, picturesque coastline, and

upscale shopping and dining options. I've heard it's a popular
destination for tourists and locals alike! #

What is there to do in La Jolla?
There are plenty of fun things to do in La Jolla! Here are some
popular activities:

- Explore the beautiful La Jolla Cove and La Jolla Shores

FIGURE 3.29

A conversational thread with Pi Al.

That's not to say you can’t use Pi for more heavy lifting. Like the other generative
Al tools, Pi can compose letters, write stories, provide information, and do pretty
much everything the other generative Al tools can do. It just does it in the form of
a conversation (or what Pi calls a “thread”), which some people might find more
friendly than some of the other Al tools.
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Using Poe

The final Al tool I'm sharing is called Poe. Poe is actually an Al aggregator that
provides access to a variety of Al tools in a single hub. Through Poe, you can get
responses from OpenAl’'s GPT-4 and DALL-E, Google's Gemini, Meta’s Llama,
Anthropic’s Claude, Stability Al’s StableDiffusion, and more. Not all of these Al
tools (what Poe calls “bots”) are available with the free version of Poe, however; to
get full access to all available tools, you need to subscribe for $19.99 per month.

All these options make Poe a little less user-friendly than some of the other Al
tools, which you can see from its interface. When you access Poe’s home page, at
www.poe.com, and log in with your Apple, Google, or Poe account, you see the
screen shown in Figure 3.30. A lot of options appear in the left panel, of which
you may use some or none, as well as a Start a new chat box in the main pane.
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FIGURE 3.30

Poe’s home page—Iots of options!
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To start, select the Al tool you want to use for your query. You can choose from
Assistant (Poe’s own Al tool and the default), Gemini-1.0-Pro (from Google), or
ChatGTP. Click the More button to choose from additional tools (again, not all
available in the free version).

Once you've selected your Al tool, enter your prompt into the Start a new chat
box and press Enter. As you can see in Figure 3.31, the response looks like

what you'd find with other Al tools—until you scroll down to the bottom of the
response. There, as shown in Figure 3.32, you have the option of comparing this
initial response with responses from other Al tools. Click a tool to see its response.
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@ Poe E G| | [E) Dhinakh e & s
Q ﬁ“. What's the best strategy for dealing with long lines at a store?
Explore > Crestebot  +
B Assistant  Foe
a Dealing with Lines Dealing with long lines at a store can be frustrating, but there are several strategies you can
Smalieg with ke i 418 1809 employ to make the experience more manageable:

P 5 1. Plan your visit: If you know you'll be visiting a store during peak hours, try to plan your

e Woadchuck estimation trip at & less busy time. Early momings or weekdays are often less crowded,

4 cla i Db with Additionally, consider utilizing online shopping or delivery senvices if available to avoid
lines altogether.

. Choose the right time: If you must visit during busy hours, try to time your arrival
strategically. Avoid lunch breaks or after-work hours when many people are likefy to be
shopping. By arriving at a less congested time, you may find shorter lines or more

B Alchats avallable cash registers.

3. Opt for express checkout lanes: Many stores offer express lanes for customers with a
limited numbser of items. If you have just a few items, consider using these lanes as they

88 vourbous tend to move faster than regular checkout lines.

4. Look for alternative checkout options: Same stores have self-checkout kiosks or mobile

payment options that allow you to scan and pay for items yourseli, These options can
often be quicker than waiting in a traditional line.
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FIGURE 3.31

The response to a prompt in Poe.
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Tell me more.

What are some calming activities | can engage in while waiting in line?

Do you have any tips for striking up conversations with strangers in line?

Can you recommend any podeasts or educational apps that | can use while waiting in line?
Compare 3 @Llama-3-70b-Inst-FW

Compare 2 @Mixtral-8x7B-Chat

N N A A N

Compare ® @Llama-3-70B-T

FIGURE 3.32

Comparing Poe’s initial response to another generative Al tool.

This cross-tool functionality makes Poe a great choice if you're not sure which Al
generator is best for you or if you just want to compare how the different Al tools
respond to a given prompt. It has a slightly longer learning curve, which may not
make it the ideal daily driver for Al needs. Still, it's an interesting approach to gen-
erative Al today.
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Which Generative Al Tool Is the Best for You?

With multiple all-purpose Al tools available (and more coming online seemingly
daily), how do you choose which one to use?

Answering the question of which is the best Al tool is an impossible task. Each
tool is trained on a slightly different data set, and each employs slightly different
algorithms. That means you won't get the exact same results from each tool.

As a comparison, | asked some questions of three of the most popular generative
Al tools, each using its own unique Al model: ChatGPT, Google Gemini, and Meta
Al. Let's see how they compare.

First, | asked each tool to tell me the best way to reheat leftover pizza. ChatGPT
got right to it and recommended a single approach (the oven method), as shown
in Figure 3.33. Gemini presented several different methods in a conversational
style, as shown in Figure 3.34. Meta Al also presented several different methods
but offered step-by-step instructions, as you can see in Figure 3.35.

& ChatGPT
Reheating leftover pizza can be a bit of an art to maintain its crispiness while ensuring the toppings are

heated through. Hara's a method that often works wall:
1. Preheat your oven: Set it to around 375°F (190°C). Let it preheat while you prepare the pizza.

2. Prepare the pizza: Place the pizza on a baking sheet or directly on the oven rack if you prefera

crispier crust.

3. Add moisture: If you're worried about the crust drying out, you can lightly dampen a paper towel

and place it over the pizza. This helps to prevent the crust from becoming too hard.

4. Reheat: Put the pizza in the oven for about 8-10 minutes or until the cheese is bubbly and the crust
is crispy te your liking.

5. Check periodically: Keep an eye on the pizza to ensure it doesn't overcook. If it's starting to brown

too quickly, you can lower the oven temperature or cover the pizza with foil.

6. Enjoy: Once it's heated through and the 1::13+ is erispy, take it out of the oven and let it cool for a

minute or two before digging in.

FIGURE 3.33

ChatGPT’s pizza reheating advice.
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