Pearson
Online School
Services
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Pearson Online School Services allow international
schools to capitalise on our powerful online
learning platform, curriculum content and teaching
support, offered by our online private school,
Pearson Online Academy.

Evolve and
reinvent your
school

This is not about taking a school online, but
about taking learning online, and learning has
always happened beyond the physical walls of a
school. Deliver high impact teaching, using data to
personalise and re-imagine roles in a re-imagined
classroom.
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Pearson’s online
learning platform and
high quality UK and US
curriculum content

Pearson accredited
teachers or

your teachers,

or a mix of both

A new
dimension to
your school offer
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Whether you’re a new or an established school,
teaching in physical premises or virtually, Pearson
Online School Services allows you to extend and
enrich your school offer.

Extend
and enrich

Pearson have been delivering high quality online
learning for more than 20 years and operate
40+ virtual schools globally. Now more than ever,
international schools are looking to deliver highquality, online education.
Select what you need from our British and US
curriculum online schools and integrate it into your
school strategy and offer.
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Adding an online
dimension
opens a world
of possibility for
your school

Extend your school reach
Attract students from outside your locality or fulfil the demands of
your waiting list.

Enrich your offering
We can provide teaching services so you can expand subjects
without adding headcount to core staff.

Expand your portfolio
Don’t let teacher recruitment challenges stop you from the growth
opportunities that expanding your offer brings. Feel confident
about promoting popular courses and subjects knowing you can
secure quality teachers.

Ensure against risks
The global pandemic forced schools to change the way they operate
and took core staff members out of commission for weeks at a time.
Online learning can provide backup in any future lockdowns.
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The platform
Pearson’s online learning platform is
where all content is hosted, as well as
schedules, grades, announcements, and
communications. It connects more than
100,000 learners from around the world with
their teachers.
• Messages, announcements, assignments, and
submissions keep students and teachers connected.
• Automated and manual marking, progress tracking,
including self-assessments and analytics provides
personalised data for high impact teaching.
• Gradebook allows students to track their progress, scores,
grade predictions and activities.

Example student homepage
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Technology and equipment requirements

Example teacher Gradebook view

To use Pearson Online School Services teachers and students must
have a computer with a modern operating system (Windows 10 or
later, or Mac OS 10.7 or later) and browser (Google Chrome, Mozilla
Firefox, Internet Explorer 11 or newer, Microsoft Edge, or Safari). A
reliable broadband Internet connection is also essential.
The platform is hosted in the U.S. with cloud access and ongoing
global support, and GDPR data protection, but localised hosting
can be arranged as needed to comply with local law.

Technical support
We have a multilingual call centre for technical support, as well as
a comprehensive online library of anytime-access help documents
and videos for navigation or technical queries. Front-end technical
support will be offered from 1am to 5pm GMT.
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At the core of our service is high quality UK
(International GCSE and International AS/A level)
and US curriculum programmes, loaded with
engaging content and powered by the platform to
prepare students for progress.

Academic
curriculum
content

Students engage with concepts in an interactive
way, using video and text explanations alongside
graphics, simulations and frequent checks of
understanding. The self-study components of our
courses are supported by LiveLesson sessions with
their teachers, where students have the chance to
discuss and practise what they have learnt.
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British
Curriculum

International AS/A
Level
Available now:

International GCSE
Pearson Online School Services
offer globally recognised Pearson
Edexcel International GCSE
and International A Level
qualifications to students aged
14-18.
These qualifications, taken by
over 100,000 students in over 80
countries each year, are designed
for international learners and
are equivalent to UK GCSE and
GCE A level. As the UK’s largest
awarding organisation, Pearson
Edexcel is best placed to provide
qualifications that closely aligned
to the British Curriculum.

From September 2021:

• Chemistry
• Physics

• Biology

• Maths

• Chemistry

• Further Maths

• Physics

• Economics

• English Language

From September 2021:

• English Literature
• Maths
• Business
• Computer Science
Further subjects to be
added from September
2022.

US
Curriculum

• Biology
Further subjects to be
added from September
2022.

Available now:
All core courses (Science, Math,
English, and Social Studies), K-12
100+ Electives (languages,
health and PE, humanities,
career technical, social science,
technology, arts)
AP and Honors courses (English,
Math, Science, Social Studies)
For a full list of courses, please
visit our website.
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Pricing
Pricing is broken down by curriculum and
individual course (i.e.subject) and can be priced
with or without Pearson teachers. There is a
minimum commitment of one year.
We also have a range of professional development
packages for standard, enhanced and master
training.
For more detail on prices, contact your local
Pearson representative or complete our
online enquiry form.
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Pearson certified teachers
Certified Pearson teachers are trained and
experienced to deliver online learning.

Or, PD for your existing teachers
Providing your existing academic team with
the skills to deliver quality online lessons.

Or a mix of both

Teachers

Enjoy the best of both worlds. There are
endless ways we can tailor our online
learning package to your school.
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Pearson
Teachers
Free up your academic
team to maximise their
full value and make
more impact

We recruit high quality experienced
teachers from around the world for all
our online schools, including Pearson
Online School Services. All our teachers
are ‘Pearson Certified Online Teachers’,
having completed Pearson’s Master
Trainer III, our certificated course in
online facilitation. UK teachers will have
Qualified Teacher Status, those outside
the UK will have the equivalent.
Pearson teachers are subject-area
masters who are also expertly trained

and supported through ongoing
professional development. They work
with students one-on-one and in small
groups, using online learning best
practices including communication and
using data. All Pearson teachers are
trained in safeguarding.
Dedicated, talented virtual teachers
are drawn to online teaching by the
opportunity to work with students
individually and make a difference in
their lives.
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Professional
development for
your team
We can also help your staff
to become experts in online
teaching, through a range
of training and professional
development courses

Teaching for impact

Master Trainer III

20 years experience distilled into 12 content
modules, priced per teacher.

Our flagship product priced per group (up to 15).
For those truly serious about top quality delivery.

Getting Started
• Developing meaningful student-teacher connections

Online Review and Establishing Training
Outcomes

• Effective strategies to engage students in learning

• Reflection on full agenda and outcomes of the training

• Empowering students to take ownership of their learning

• Understand the two lenses used throughout this training

• Feedback that fuelsstudent learning

• Face-to-face pedagogy
• Translating this to a virtual setting

Advancing your online teaching practices
• Driving student success through practice and re-teaching

• Navigate an online unit as a facilitator

• Stick with it! Developing grit and persistence

Online Facilitation Skills

• Questioning strategies that maximise student achievement

• Discover some unique features of online learning and learners

• Making real-world connections

• Recognise the roles of facilitators online
• Reflect on individual facilitator skills

Implementing quality online teaching
• Developing vocabulary to enhance student comprehension

Engaging and Motivating Adult Learners Online

• Supporting at-risk students

• Develop strategies to engage adult learners in synchronous
and asynchronous settings

• Using questioning for productive discourse in the virtual
classroom
• Know your destination: fostering outcome-based goals

• Practise addressing various motivational needs of online
learners
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Proof that it works
Progression*

Results*

100%

+33%

College acceptance rate for
POA in the US

Graduates progress to a wide range of
universities including:

+7%
+20%

Satisfaction**

More students score 3 or
higher on their AP

95%

Higher SAT scores, than
the US national average

94%

Higher ACT composite
score than the US national
average

97%
95%

*Pearson Online Academy results

**Connections Academy 2019 Satisfaction Survey Results

of parents say that our
technology improves their
child’s learning experience
of parents recommend
Connections Academy to
other parents
of parents are satisfied
with the helpfulness of
their child’s teacher
of parents agree that the
programs curriculum is
high quality
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Pearson have been providing content, assessment
and digital services to learners, educational
institutions, employers and governments, globally,
for over 150 years

University
recognition and
progression

Through our work with higher education
stakeholders and employers worldwide,
they ensure qualifications equip learners
with the skills we need to enhance
their employability and succeed in the
changing world of work.

Pearson qualifications are recognised
by leading universities across the world
– including all Russell Group universities
in the UK (including Oxford and
Cambridge), Columbia University and
Yale University.
Learn more about university
progression with Pearson
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One misconception about online learning is that
it’s isolating, depriving students and staff of the
camaraderie that a physical school can offer. The
reality is quite different

Student
engagement
and wellbeing

Student to student interaction,
collaborative work, project work using
breakout rooms in live lessons, and
group assignments, mean that students
bond online and teachers get to know
their students more deeply than they
were able to face-to-face.
There are discussion boards for learners
to pose questions to the group.
As your school considers online
provision, plan to be very intentional
about community and connection.

We can provide consultancy services for
schools who need more support with this.
We provide a Customer Success
manager to be a first point of escalation
for any issues between Pearson Online
School Service customers and Pearson.
All Pearson teachers are trained
in safeguarding, with a designated
safeguarding lead for each teaching group.
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We’re passionate about connecting learners,
parents, educators and industry professionals
As the evidence shows, Pearson online
schools produce outstanding results,
high levels of satisfaction, and great
progression for students.
The Covid-19 pandemic created a global
move to online learning and that in
turn created a ‘sticking plaster’ notion
towards online learning.

Parent and
student
communication

We have a range of resources such as
case studies, videos and blogs to help
you reassure and support parents and
students with online learning. Latest
blogs include:
What every parent should know
about online learning
Achieving a well-rounded education
in an online environment

“It has been a great experience. I have really enjoyed the switch
to online learning. I have noticed that I am becoming more
independent and developing other skills that allow me to be more
flexible with my time.“
- Harrow School Online student
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FAQs

What’s the difference between
Pearson Online School Services
and Pearson Online Academy?
Pearson Online Academy is our complete online private
school, offering a holistic online school experience direct to
learners. Pearson Online School Services is for international
schools to integrate into their own school offer. Schools
taking Pearson Online School Services are responsible for
their own school ethos and strategy, including admissions,
broader curriculum and extra-curricular activities.

How are Pearson teachers
recruited tand trained?

value activities, such as small group and 1-2-1 sessions with

All Pearson teachers will complete Master Trainer III, our

students.

more students, or to free up their time from marking and
routine instruction, which can then be used to do more high

flagship professional development course for teaching
online. This is also available for schools to purchase to train
their own teachers with up to 15 teachers per course. We
also offer an online ‘Teaching for Impact course’ that distils
our 20 years of experience in online teaching into 12 selfstudy modules and provides a more affordable alternative to
Master Trainer III, or the perfect preparatory course for it.

Can Pearson Online School
Services be used as a learning
management system (LMS)?
Our Pearson learning management platform is used to
deliver all content and access to the platform is included

Is this available for primary/
kindergarten
Our UK offer is currently only for ages 14-18, however our US
offer does go down to kindergarten. The model for online
schooling does of course evolve and change over the years,
and at this age the parent, or another adult in the house
such as a grandparent, would be needed to play a key role as
the child’s coach. We also have more offline activities at this
age, such as reading. As children get older, they can be more
autonomous, and the parent is not needed to maintain such
a hands-on role. For our UK offer we do not assume any
integral parental role. Students at Pearson Online Academy
are instead assigned a ‘Success Coach’ to coach the child
and look out for their wellbeing and this would need to be
considered by schools purchasing our services.

Can we use Pearson Online
School Services to create extra
learning programmes to support
in-school learning?
Pearson Online School Services provides ‘endless
possibilities’ and can be used to suit a variety of school
needs, including creating new programmes within a school,
or enriching existing courses. For example if you have too
few Maths teachers, you could add an online option to
take up some of the student load as a distinct stream. Or
you could blend your Maths course for all students, using
a flipped classroom approach assigning lessons from our
Pearson online learning platform for self-study, and then
using face-to-face time to conduct richer lessons that focus
on application, group work, stretch and consolidation. This
approach could be used to enable teachers to work with

in all purchases, but it’s not available to purchase without
content. The platform can be embedded within an existing
school learning management system.

Can this be used as a solution to
teacher recruitment?
Yes, we’ve seen interest already from international schools
who have struggled to recruit high quality teachers to deliver
a British Curriculum.
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FAQs

Is pricing based on school size?
It is sold per student, per subject, on an annual basis.

Do you have an International
Baccalaureate option?
Not currently, we are looking at this for the future, but it
would likely be 2023 before we could offer it.

Can parents buy directly?
Parents cannot directly buy Pearson Online School Services
but they would buy courses from a school that is a customer
of Pearson Online School Services. Alternatively, or they
could enrol students in Pearson Online Academy.

Not all questions are auto-graded – there are longer written
answers and mock exam papers that teachers need to mark,
but routine activities and end of lesson checks are automarked.

Evidence from our 20 years of doing this in the US shows
100% college acceptance, consistently higher achievement
than US national averages, and extremely high parent
satisfaction (95%). Early feedback from our UK curriculum
online schools suggests high student satisfaction, and our
UK A level Spanish course, having its first students accepted

Has Pearson Online School
Services been trialled in
international schools?
The fundamentals of what we are doing are based on 20

If the questions are auto-graded,
what about open-ended answers
on IAL subjects?

How effective is online schooling?

years of experience in the US and more recently, Harrow
School Online, so it is proven from both a technical point of
view, and in terms of achieving learning outcomes.

Can this be used as a blended
approach?
Schools can use our services to provide blended learning
within bricks and mortar schools. It could be used to enable
a flipped classroom methodology, that enables teachers to
focus their time on their point of highest value (high quality
interactions with learners, clarifying, intervening, applying,
evaluating etc.) rather than simply instructing. Or it could be
used to extend capacity (not all learners need to be in the
school at the same time).

at Oxbridge – one of whom is studying Spanish at Oxford.
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About
Pearson

Pearson is the world’s learning company with more
than 20,000 employees operating in 70 countries.
We’re the UK’s largest awarding organisation
with more than 3.4 million students studying our
qualifications worldwide. A trusted and recognised
qualifications partner to international schools,
we’ve been providing academic curriculum,
assessment and curriculum resources for more
than 150 years.
Pearson.com/internationalschools

